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Inside this issue:  

     I wept today. 
     The pain in my spirit, mind and body kept the corners of my eyes 
wet all _ day _ long . . . and into the next day. 

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŜƴǎŜƭŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƻōǎŎŜƴŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǘǊŀƎŜŘȅΦ 
     17 students and teachers dead, 14 others wounded at a high 
school in Florida.   
     Untold millions left shaken and dumbfounded . . . the whole nation 
perhaps . . . some who sympathize with us around the world. 
     “This could have happened to our children.”    
     STOP ALREADY.  Enough of that talk . . .  they WERE our children . . 
. because they are ALL our children.  Don’t you get it?  THEY ARE ALL 
OUR CHILDREN, OUR FAMILIES, OUR NEIGHBORS.   
     The ache in my being is relentless.  
     I know you feel it too.  You’ve told me so.  
 

PSALM 13 
м How long, Lord? Will you forget me forever? 
    How long will you hide your face from me? 
н How long must I wrestle with my thoughts 

    and day after day have sorrow in my heart? 
    How long will my enemy triumph over me? 
о Look on me and answer, Lord my God. 

    Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep in death, 
п and my enemy will say, “I have overcome him,” 

    and my foes will rejoice when I fall. 
р But I trust in your unfailing love; 

    my heart rejoices in your salvation. 
с I will sing the Lord’s praise, 

    for he has been good to me. 
 

     This is a Psalm of lament.  It encapsulates how I feel in these  
moments.  It’s not how I always feel, but it is how I feel today.  The 
feelings are raw, and they are real, and they are deep.  It is important 

(Continued on page 2) 

A Pastorõs Musings... 
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that we boldly own what we feel, and to at 
least TRY to process it.   
     We can do better, much better . . . and 
we mustΦ   ! ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ 
IŜŀƭǘƘ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ Řŀǘŀ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ ƻŦ aŜŘƛŎƛƴŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ 
ŀƳƻƴƎ ƘƛƎƘ-ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ƴŀǝƻƴǎΣ фм ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ мр ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ōȅ 
ōǳƭƭŜǘǎ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ (By John W. 
Cox and Steven Rich, Washington Post).   
We I!±9 to do better. . . here in America, 
and around this world. 
     When talking about the brokenness of 
this world and the source of this broken-
ness, Jesus spoke of Satan and his principal-
ities and powers in this way:   
“The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy. L came that they may ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛŦŜ, 
and have it ŀōǳƴŘŀƴǘƭȅ.” (John 10:10) 

At our baptism we received a taste of that 
abundant life.  We were (and are) forgiven, 

re-claimed by God, given a new beginning, 
empowered by the Holy Spirit and given a 
clear purpose for living.  Because of this, we 
become agents of “abundant life.”    
     The powers that want to steal, kill and 
destroy continue to assail us and we are 
often personally affected by their indiscrim-
inate actions.  Jesus also said, άIn 
this world you will have trouble. But take 
heart! L ƘŀǾŜ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ.”  (John 
16:33) 
     The very Spirit of the One who overcame 
the world lives in us.  So, yes, we feel the 
intense pain and the emptiness when con-
fronted with such loss, but we cry out in the 
context of faith to our God who is trustwor-
thy and faithful.  And then we rise, empow-
ered by abundant life to work for abundant 
life in Jesus’ name . . . often with tears still 
in our eyes.   

 
~PASTOR TODD    

(Continued from page 1) 

You are all invited to our Annual Palm Sunday Breakfast  

in the social hall.  Please bring your favorite breakfast casserole,  

pastry or fruit to share. Coffee and juice will be provided. 

Be sure to sign up to let us know how many people  

will be attending and what you will bring.   

Sign-up sheets are located in the Narthex and  

outside the hall  entrance to the sanctuary. 

Plan to join us for a yummy breakfast and great fellowship. 

Pʨ˗ʗ Sˤndˉʦ Bɼeʨkfasʠ 

Mˉrʫʑ 25  9:˪0 ǡM 
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Skipwith United Methodist Church has en-
tered a new era: the age of anytime, any-
where giving. We are now signed up  with 
Givelify, the mobile giving app for places of 
worship and charities. 
 
To make your first mobile donation the best 
experience possible, we recommend you 
download the Givelify app for Android or 
iPhone before you get to service. 
 
Givelify gives you a beautiful, easy giving 
experience using your smartphone. There 
are no frustrating web forms or text-to-give 
codes to memorize. Even better, it’s free to 
download and use. It’s totally safe and  
secure, and for tax time you have one-tap 
access to your complete donation records. 

Make your offerings, tithes, and gifts to spe-
cial envelopes right from the palm of your 
hand. You can give to Skipwith UMC wher-
ever you are. Make us your home place of 
worship for quick one-tap access. 
 

EASTER EGG HUNT 
  

SATURDAY, MARCH 24 
  

AT 11 AM 
  

BRING THE KIDS AND JOIN THE FUN!! 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livingdifferently.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F05%2FChurch-Picnic-WE.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livingdifferently.org%2Fcalendar%2Fchurch-picnic%2F&docid=LWzLROPSKX8thM&tbnid=2bfZ4QRNGCkdMM
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj01960tKPZAhXidd8KHTZzCHsQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Flaunchpad.givelify.com%2Farticle%2Fadd-a-slide-to-your-presentation-2%2F&psig=AOvVaw3PT5jBYAYUzyNzRWFMLH1b&ust=
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjQhtbMtKPZAhUJMd8KHYOMD_oQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Flaunchpad.givelify.com%2Farticle%2Fadd-logos-to-your-newsletter-and-website-2%2F&psig=AOvVaw3PT5jBYAYUzyNzRWFMLH1b&ust=1518629
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiesfynuczSAhUC4CYKHSrCDokQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fedwigegendron%2Feaster-border-frame%2F&psig=AFQjCNHa835a3QJ0pE7dfIP3gEKO-FDBPw&ust=14892528
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21, 6:30 PM 

    

     Save the date and plan your favorite covered-dish!  Bob Argabright knows how to embrace 
and build up community.  Bob is an advocate for children and their families in the Oak Grove-
Bellemeade Elementary school and the surrounding neighborhood.  He specializes in identify-
ing and coordinating resources, both human and material, to create opportunities healing and 
new experiences in the community.   
     Here at Skipwith UMC, we have been actively listening to discover the needs, brokenness 
and hopes in our neighborhood and wider community.  We are doing this by participating in the 
elementary school next door, holding community events to connect with families and by 
attending community organization and coalitions (school board meetings, safety forums with 
Henrico Police, YMCA health expos, and more).  Bob Argabright will help us think through and 
practically tap into the many resources that already exist so that we can coordinate and maxim-
ize our efforts of “loving our neighbor.”   
     You can see by Bob’s bio below that he is the “real deal!”  

 

     Bob Argabright graduated from VPI & SU in 1964 and he retired from The Chesapeake Corpo-
ration and Packaging Corporation of America in 2004.  During his working career he was the re-
cipient of: (1) Maryland U.S. Senate Productivity Award (2) Industry Innovator of the Year (3) 
Maryland Award for Human Resource Excellence and (4) Positive Employee Practices Institute 
Showcase Award of Excellence.  He began his second career as an advocate for the Oak Grove-
Bellemeade Elementary School and the community.  During his retirement he has recruited 
business partners, private school partners, colleges and universities, and volunteers all in an 
effort to bring resources to the school and community.  He has promoted a walking and biking 
initiative to school, providing bikes, helmets, and safety instruction for 600 children.  He is also 
involved in creating an outdoor learning environment at the school for the children of Oak 
Grove.  He currently serves as: (1) Member of Goodes Creek Watershed Coalition (2) member 
of Community Advisory Group of Oak Grove-Bellemeade ( 3 )Board President of Groundwork 
RVA and Advisory Board Thriving Cities Initiative in Southside Richmond. He has been recog-
nized for his efforts by the Va. Mentoring Partnership (Mentor of the year), Richmond City 
School Board (Volunteer of the year), Richmond City Council (Community Service Award), and 
Family Lifeline (Mentor of the year), Daughters of American Revolution {Excellence in Commu-
nity Service Award} Received recognition as as Richmond History Maker in Building Community 
and recently was recipient of A Virginia House Joint Resolution commending him for his devo-
tion to supporting students of the city of Richmond and recently recognized by Receiving “ Live 
Your Dash Award” .His passion is for leveling the playing field for the children and families of 
the community he serves!  

Fellowship Dinner & Program: Community Development and 
Helping Kids Thrive in Their Neighborhoods 
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The Dash  
  
   

I read of a man who stood to speak at the funeral of a friend.  
He referred to the dates on her tombstone from beginning... to the end.  
 
He noted that first came the date of her birth and spoke the following date with 
tears,  
but he said what mattered most of all was the dash between those years.  
 
For that dash represents all the time that she spent alive on earth  
and now only those who loved her know what that little line is worth. 
 
For it matters not, how much we own, the cars...the house...the cash. 
What matters is how we live and love and how we spend our dash. 
 
So think about this long and hard; are there things you would like to change? 
For you never know how much time is left that can still be rearranged 
. 
If we could just slow down enough to consider what is true and real 
and always try to understand the way other people feel. 
 
And be less quick to anger and show appreciation more 
and love the people in our lives like we have never loved before. 
 
If we treat each other with respect and more often wear a smile... 
remembering that this special dash might only last a little while. 
 
So when your eulogy is being read with your life’s actions to rehash… 
Would you be proud of the things they say about how you spent your dash? 
 
         by Linda Ellis 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livingdifferently.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F05%2FChurch-Picnic-WE.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livingdifferently.org%2Fcalendar%2Fchurch-picnic%2F&docid=LWzLROPSKX8thM&tbnid=2bfZ4QRNGCkdMM
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjmtY6J9qXZAhWtl-AKHS1yDskQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rd.com%2Fculture%2Frainbow-facts%2F&psig=AOvVaw2WfMhv2dOLW7WESjJmSAMP&ust=1518715435476622
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SUSANNA WESLEY  
CIRCLE 
 

The Susanna Wesley Circle will meet on 
Tuesday, March 13 at 7 PM. 

LUCY HATCH CIRCLE 
 

The Lucy Hatch Circle will meet at  
10 AM on Tuesday, March 13. Martha 
Worsham will present the program.  
Our hostesses will be Gene Kelly and 
Annamae Secrist. Please bring individual 
pudding cups for the Backpack Ministry. 

UMW 
 
¦a² 5!¢9{ ¢h w9a9a.9wΥ 
 
wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ tǊŀȅŜǊ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ 
Mt Pisgah UMC 
Saturday, April 7 
Pre-registration is required and must be 
turned in by March 26. Cost is $8 per person. 
The speaker will be Reggie Stewart from the 
Chickahominy Indian Tribe. He is the Second 
Assistant Chief of the Tribal land in Charles 
City County. Registration begins at 8:30 with 
breakfast and Worship from 9—11. 
 
{ƪƛǇǿƛǘƘ ¦a² vǳŀǊǘŜǊƭȅ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ 
Saturday, April 14 at 10 AM in the social hall. 
We will plan our events for the year and  
Wanda will share some District news. Please 
bring an offering for the Candle Burning 
Presentation. 
 
/ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ wŜǘǊŜŀǘ ŀǘ 9ŀƎƭŜ-9ȅǊƛŜ 
/ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 
Lynchburg, VA 
April 20-22 
 
hƴ ǘƘŜ wƻŀŘ ƛƴ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ 
Rising Hope UMC—Alexandria, VA 
May 4 

March 1—Joan Middleton 
March 1—Darlene Ligon 
March 6—Diana Cruickshank 
March 7—Peggy Wright 
March 9—Ashley Lauer 
March 11—Crystal  
                     Temple- DeRico 
March 12—Ed Albright 

  March 12—Sonny Harvey 
  March 13—Al Dorin 
  March 14—Michael Miller 
  March 17—Megan Parker Tabib 
  March 19—Priscilla Sacra 
  March 28—Keli Birchfield 
  March 29—Daniel Peter Graff 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiXgtTQ_KXZAhXQmeAKHcDgA9YQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sndky.org%2Fnewsfeed%2Fentry%2Fmarch-birthdays-and-namedays-314%2F&psig=AOvVaw2R_pCAeRsP0rRcxFzYlX2z&ust=151


Sos  NEWS 
 
Join your SOS friends at Shoney’s on  
March 6 at noon. We will enjoy food and 
chatting together. Hope to see you there! 
 
Bob Evans awaits us! Come and enjoy 
breakfast together on Tuesday, March 27 at 
8:30 AM. Spring is in the air! 
 

THOUGHT OF THE DAY 
 
Lord, we may be old clay, but we can still be 
reworked. We know you never discard any-
one. Show us, this day, what new purpose 
you have for our lives. Amen. 

   
 ~~Richard Morgan 
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In an effort to compassionately and generously assist members of our church fellowship who 
find themselves in financial crisis, our leadership team approved establishing the Jubilee  
Assistance Fund.  A generous donation was given and designated to be available to make 
short-term loans to members who would not be able to secure a loan through a convention-
al lender.  All loan recipients will be  offered financial counseling, confidentiality and  
Christian fellowship.  An arrangement with the United Methodist Credit Union has been set 
up through which each loan-seeker will apply.  The decision to grant the loan will be made  
jointly by leaders    of our Jubilee Assistance Fund team at Skipwith and by officers of the 
Credit Union.  The amount of each loan will be determined on a case by case basis.   
 
tƭŜŀǎŜΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎƛƻǳǎ ŎȅŎƭŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ άtŀȅŘŀȅ [ƻŀƴǎέ ƻǊ 
ά/ŀǊ ¢ƛǘƭŜ [ƻŀƴǎέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƪŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛǎ ƻōǎŎŜƴŜƭȅ ƘƛƎƘΦ  ¢ŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ŬǊǎǘΗ  ²Ŝ 
Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇΦ   
 
For more information, contact our pastor.       

Jubilee Assistance Fund 

       ñDo all the good you can, 
       By all the means you can, 
       In all the ways you can, 
       In all the places you can, 
       At all the times you can, 
       To all the people you can, 
       As long as ever you can.”    
         ~ John Wesley 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjrnsSa5aXZAhXMmeAKHXsTDtUQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmalleyweber.wordpress.com%2F2015%2F07%2F03%2Ftroubled-youth-and-clay-growing-as-a-teacher%2F&psig=AOvVaw0sjPaMI
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/151350.John_Wesley
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